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Narrative

Acton is a suburban community located 25 miles northwest of Boston.
Although Acton's population has almost tripled in the last three decades,
the town has retained much of its rural New England character, as evidenced
by the traditional town center and green, with fine examples of historic
architecture, and the stone walls and tree-lined country roads.

However, Acton is well prepared for the 21st century. Acton affords a full
range of services to its residents and businesses, including an active town
government, top-notch libraries, a nationally accredited police department,
a full-time fire department, and local and regional school systems that are
ranked among the top in the state.

Commerce continues to thrive and grow in Acton due in large part to its
prime location along Routes 2, 27 and 111, the commuter train stop, and its
proximity to Route 495. A wide range of retail stores and services, a
community theater, various types of commercial recreation and several
museums, can all be found in Acton.
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Eastern Massachusetts, bordered by Carlisle and Concord on the east, Westford
and Littleton on the north, Sudbury on the south, Maynard and Stow on the
southwest, and Boxborough on the west. Acton is 25 miles northwest of Boston,
14 miles south of Lowell, 29 miles northeast of Worcester, and 203 miles from
New York City.

Total Area: 20.29 sq. miles
Land Area: 19.98 sq. miles
Population: 17,872
Density: 894 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Bedford Station)
Normal temperature in January..... 24.3°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.2°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 44.8"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Maynard, Westford

Regional Planning Agency

Metropolitan Area Planning Council

Metropolitan Statistical Area
(1993 Definition)

Boston
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2 GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices

Main Number: (598) 264-9615
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government

Board of Selectmen
Town Manager
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated

As a town: 1735

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 10,963
Democrats 2,155 19.7
Republicans 1,586 14.5
Other parties 5 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 7,217 65.8

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town

Department of Housing & Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director

o oo o©

o\°


http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm

@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Cecgraphic Area: Acton town, Middlesex County, Mazzachusetts

[Far information on confidentiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]

Subject Mumnber] Persent Subject Murnber| Pemernt
Total population. ... ... ... .. L 20,73 100.0 [HISPAMNIC OF LATINO AND BACE
Total population. . 20,34 100.0
SEX AMD AGE Hizpanic of Lating [of anﬁ,r Eu:e] 250 18
Make. .. 10020 49231 Mlexizan. . 55 )
Femalke. ... 10,3144 g07 | Puens Rican. T 0a
Cuban . 24 A
dnderS yvears ... ... ... 1,507 7.4 OtherHtspam}orLatlno.................... a0 14
Bt O VEars .. ... 1,784 aa
1010 14 y2ars ... tga1|  goMetHEpenic orLatine . PeCCr e
16 10 A0 Y8ars . 1155 57 Wihite Blone. . .o 17,740 oy 2
2Ot 2 WSATS L e 5032 29 | RELATIONSHIP
28te 3years 2,222 1049 Total population. .. ... ... . L 0,33 1000
e AEars . 4173 205 lin households. ... 20,100 aga
et Bdwears . 468 175 Reuseholder. . oo 7,405 950
Rt Bl years ... 1,0e7 53 Spouss | 4 oo 40
GOt G wWears L ooy 241 chidg. . 6:534 295
EEI;:-?*IY@arS a9y 44 an,}h"dundeﬁgyeﬁm 5,800 a0
75 1o Bd years | 515 25 Cther relatives | 4o a0
&5 vears and -::-lrer R 189 na nder 8 years o4 04
Medlanagenream]........................... arg | Monrelatives &7T 28
Unmamied partner 254 1.4
1E-1,rearsando1rer............................ 14229 TO5 | In group quarters. 142 0rF
Mlzle. . 5064 342 | Institutionalized population. 120 05
Female. 7hns 2352]  Meninstitutionalized populamn 14 0.1
21 years anu:l -::nlrer 12470 ooy
623rearsand-::-1rer 2,12 104 | HOUSEHOLD BY TYFPE
Ehysars and cuSr .. 1,71 .4 Total houzeholds. . T 495 1000
Male. ..o 72T ag Fammrhc.usg.hc.ijgifafmhg@] g 540 7an
Female. . ... ar4 4.8 thwngh|urenunder15'ﬁream 8227 434
amied-zouple family . . 4 800 =T
RACE With cwn chidren under 18 Years g e ar
O racs . 20032 985 | Femake heusehoder, no husband present. 400 55
White . 17,082 aa4q With cawn chidren under 18 years .. ... ... 05 43
E.lau:kc-rﬁfrnan Ameman 142 0.7 | Mentamily househods 1,055 254
American Indian and Alasha Natlue 15 oA Householder living alone 1,801 214
Azian 1,768 a5 Houssholer 65 years and cver. 05 £.4
Asranlnl:han gi7 a0
Chlneee o4z g0 | Households with individizls under 18 years ... 2,284 438
Filigine . ... 43 0.2 |Houzsehelds with individualz 85 vears and cver . . 1,162 155
ﬁﬂe@ 122 g? Average household sze. oo L0 L 258 4]
Vietnamess a1 oo sverage family sme. .o 249 1)
Other Azian ' =) 04
Mative Hawaiizn and Other F'a;::lfn Islanu:ler.... g - Hoggtlgifui?nlépﬂnh:gr 7 B0 {000
gi;“ﬁaﬁ“:agf"%amm- - - |occupied housing units | 7,405 97
. 1- * |Wacant heusing units. 185 2.4
Otlreﬁaorfplslanderzm.mmmmm 4 For zeascnal, recreatbnal or
Semecther @oe ... 130 05 bnaluse * 05
T OF MORS FFEEE ..o e e 209 1.5 |Hemeowner vacancsy mhe (pement). . ... . .. o3 [
Fental 1= L4 PR 2.0 b
FRaca alona or i camb;‘naﬁm With e ental vacancy rat [parent) ()
a Mara affiar racass
HOUSING TEMURE
E&:ﬁ . 1&3;2 E'?'E. Oecupied hausing umits . ... .............. 7,495 1000
ﬁmenglflgdﬁ?amir:delﬁgkamatme 4 CI.B Cwner-ccsupied heusing units ... 5,702 754
amian R 1810 9:4 Fenteraccupied housing units ... ... L. 1,783 2348
Mative Hawaiian and Other Pacific lslander. .. ... & - |Average household sze of cwner-oosupied units. 283 [
Someother moe . L 297 1.1 | average housshold sFe of enteroczupied unis . 1.05 [

- Beprezants Zero of rounds 1o 2o,

1 Mot applicable.

T Other Azian alons, of e of Mok AZiRn Gategores.
2 Crther Pacifiz lzlander alone, of twe of moere Mative Hawaian and Cther Pacific 1zlander cateoories.
* In combination with ene or moere of the other races listed. The sic numbers may add to more than the total population and the six peroentages
may add to mare than 100 pereent fecause individualz may report mere than one Rce.

Soumee: UL S, Census Bureal, Gensus 2000,




#HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 142
Conventional Federal: 0

Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)

State (MRVP: 19
Federal (Section 8): 104
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts

E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

Acton 1s situated in the Greater Boston Area, which has excellent rail,
air, and highway facilities. State Route 128 and Interstate Route 495
divide the region into inner and outer zones, which are connected by
numerous "spokes" providing direct access to the airport, port, and
intermodal facilities of Boston.

Major Highways

Principal highways are State Routes 2, 2A, 27, and 111.

Rail

Commuter rail service is available from South Acton to North Station,
Boston. Travel time 44-51 minutes; 287 MBTA parking spaces available. The
Bay Colony Railroad provides freight rail service to North Acton. Contact
number: (617) 380-3556. Freight rail service is also available from the
Springfield Terminal Railway. Contact number: (978) 663-1073

Bus

Acton is a member of the Lowell Regional Transit Authority (LRTA). No fixed
bus service is available, but the LRTA Road Runner Program and the Council
on Aging provide paratransit services for the elderly and disabled. Yankee
Bus Line, Inc., offers limited commuter service to Boston.

Other

Acton is within easy reach of the Boston docks and Logan International
Airport. L.G. Hanscom Field in Bedford is a Reliever Airport with
Commercial Service: a 5,106' long asphalt runway and a 7,001' long asphalt
and concrete runway. Instrument approaches available: Precision and
non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)

The Discovery Museums

177 Main Street

(978) 264-4200

Iron Work Farm In Acton, Inc.
Faulkner House

5 High Street

(978) 263-5543

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm

@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None
Long Term Care

Suburban Manor Conv. & Nursing Home

Hospices

None
Rest Homes

None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The Department of Housing and Community Development would like to thank the many government
agencies noted as having provided information for the community profiles. In addition to these agencies,
the Regional Transit Authorities assisted with the transportation component of the profiles. We
gratefully acknowledge the assistance of many city and town officials, which enabled us to include
information obtainable only at the local level. DHCD would also like to thank the following individuals
for providing special help: Leslie A. Kirwan, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Local Services,
Department of Revenue; Richard Shibley, Deputy Secretary of State; Bob Beattie of the Department of
Public Health; Charles W. Clifford from the Martha's Vineyard Commission; Dennis Coffey of the
Executive Office of Transportation and Construction; Donna Fletcher and Christian Jacqz of the
Executive Office of Environmental Affairs; James Griffin from the MBTA ; Karen Loh from Banker &
Tradesman; Todd Maio from the Department of Welfare; Geoffrey Morton from the Election Division of
the Secretary of State's Office; Stephen R. Muench of the Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission; Rol
Murrow of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association; Mary Ann Neary and Emmanuelle Fletcher,
reference librarians at the State House Library; Jeff Nellhaus from the Department of Education; and
George Sanborn, reference librarian at the State Transportation Library.

NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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